[bookmark: _Hlk32485457]
Biobank Consent form Template Instructions

**Before you begin
· Sample wording is in regular font. Please edit to be applicable to your biobank. 
· Required wording is highlighted in yellow.
· If applicable to your biobank, required wording is highlighted in blue otherwise remove text.
· <Purple text> should be text completed by biobank team. 
· Author comment bubbles are CREB guidance to Biobank team.

· Form should be written at a reading level appropriate for the target audience. 
· For participants from the general population:
· Use plain language; explain medical terms and jargon. Use non-scientific terminology.
· Text size: no smaller than 12 point.
· Define all acronyms and abbreviations when they first appear. Limit number of acronyms used.
· Once you have completed your draft, please:
· Delete this instruction page.
· Remove highlighting from text.
· Remove author comments.























<Insert Institutional Logo(s)>
Biobank Participant Information and Consent Form

[bookmark: Title_of_Study] <Insert Title of Biobank> 	Comment by CREB: Must match RISe box 1.7



	Biobank Custodian:
	Name, (For Dr title, define if M.D. or PhD)      
Department
Institution/centre	
Contact information


	

	
Biobank Site Lead:	Comment by CREB: Only include if Site lead is different from Custodian
	
Name, (For Dr title, define if M.D. or PhD)      
Department
Institution/centre	
Contact information



Sponsor(s) / Funder: 

Biobank Team Contact information:  

[bookmark: Invitation][bookmark: _Hlk23767902]1. 	Invitation 
In addition to the main study entitled: ______________,  you are being invited to take part in an optional biobank. Participation in this biobank is optional and will not impact your participation in the main study. If you decide to participate, you may withdraw your participation from the biobank and remain a participant in the main study.	Comment by CREB: Sample wording for studies with a main study and also recruits participants for optional biobanking.


[bookmark: _Hlk173161909]You are being invited to take part in this biobank because  <define target population> 
A biobank is a type of facility that receives, stores, processes and distributes human samples as well as data related to those samples. The biobank will distribute data and samples to researchers for the purpose of future research. For this biobank we are looking to store your data and______ <specify biospecimen>.


[bookmark: Your_participation_is_voluntary]2.	Your participation is voluntary 
Your participation is voluntary. You have the right to refuse the storage of your data or samples in this biobank. This decision will not negatively impact your care. 

Please review the consent document carefully when deciding whether or not you wish to be part of the biobank and sign this consent only if you agree to participate in this biobank.

[bookmark: Who_is_conducting_this_study]3.	Who is conducting this biobank?
<Name of biobank> is managed by a custodian: <Name, Institution>, and it is sponsored by <sponsor name(s)>. This means that <Name>, has received funding from the sponsor to support this biobank. 

[bookmark: _Hlk178947260]The biobank custodian and/or site lead <list individuals with conflicts of interest> and/or <institution> has received financial compensation from the sponsor <insert name the sponsor> for the work required to establish this biobank and/or for providing advice on the design of the biobank. Financial compensation to biobank team is associated with obligations defined in a contract between the biobank team, <institution>  and the sponsor. The individuals listed in this section must serve the interests of the participant and also abide by their contractual obligations. For some, the payment of financial compensation can raise the possibility of a conflict of interest. You are entitled to request any details concerning this compensation from the biobank team.	Comment by CREB: The following conflict of interest statement is required for Industry-sponsored (e.g. Pharmaceutical company) biobanks.	Comment by CREB: Include if applicable.
[bookmark: Background]
4. 	What is the purpose of the biobank? 
The purpose is to create a biobank for future research purposes in area of <Enter disease type or particular field of study>

5.	Background	Comment by CREB: Insert at the beginning, a brief background (2-3 short paragraph max)  A general description of the nature and types of future research that the biobank will support, including whether the research might be conducted outside of Canada (if known) (*note this should be lay language for participants from the general population).
[bookmark: _Hlk173161975]Researchers who are looking for new ways to detect, treat and prevent <insert relevant condition>, will be provided participant data and samples that are stored at the <Name of Biobank> to conduct their own studies.  As research is always progressing, it is unknown at this time what future research will be done on your data or samples, but some of these studies may lead to new products, such as drugs or tests.  

Researchers will only be given access to coded data/samples and will not know your identity. Coded means personal identifying info such as your name will not be used, instead a code or unique number will be use to label your data and sample.  

The biobank will be enrolling _____participants for the entire biobank and are targeting enrolling ____participants from BC sites.	Comment by CREB: Add only if a set # is defined. If Biobank will not limit numbers then this does not need to be included:

[bookmark: Who_can_participate_in_this_study]6.	Who can participate in this biobank? 	Comment by CREB: Insert inclusion criteria the participant is likely to be aware of for self-exclusion

List in plain language, avoid technical or medical jargon for participants from the general population.
You may be able to participate in this biobank if:

[bookmark: Who_should_not_participate]7.	Who should not participate in this biobank? 	Comment by CREB: List criteria in plain language that the participant is likely to be aware of.

Do not repeat criteria already listed in section 6.
You will not be eligible to participate in this biobank if:

[bookmark: What_does_the_study_involve]8. 	What does biobank participation involve?
If you agree to take part in this biobank, the procedures you can expect will include the following: 
Sample collection 	Comment by CREB:  Indicate the method of specimen collection.   Please include the amount of biospecimen needed for storage.  Note for fluids, indicate volume in ml and  tea/tablespoons. 

Sample wording follows (adjust as needed for your biobank)
Blood collection:
During your _____visit, ___ml (__ teaspoons) of your blood will be taken with a needle from a vein in your arm.  The biobank will collect an extra sample at the same time as blood samples are being obtained for your clinical care so that an extra need poke is avoided.   

Leftover Blood: 
Approximately ___ml (__ teaspoons) Blood samples leftover from the main study will be stored for the biobank. Additional blood will not be collected. 

Tissue collection:
Biobank team will collect ____(list volume; E.g., 10grams, 2cmx2cmx1cm) of ______tissue for this biobank. 

Tissue samples of your <specify location or organ> will be collected via a biopsy, where the doctor will collect a piece of tissue.

Tissue samples of your <specify location or organ> will be collected at the time of your surgery. The surgeon will collect tissue required for medical care.    In addition to the tissue collected for your clinical care, extra tissue will be collected for the biobank at the same time using the same procedures.  Extra tissue will only be collected if deemed safe by the surgeon.  

[bookmark: _Hlk181348376]Leftover Tissue:
At the time of your surgery, your surgeon will collect whatever tissue is required. Some of this tissue collected during surgery will be used for diagnostic purposes and stored by the Department of Pathology for future care.  The remainder is not permanently stored. If you participate in the biobank, our team will collect and store some of the remaining tissue of your <specify location or organ> , if there is surplus tissue beyond what is needed for diagnostic purposes. In this case, we will store  ___ <enter volume> of tissue. 

[bookmark: _Hlk178946126]From Department of Pathology:
You received care at <specify hospital site> and as a part of your clinical care, tissue samples of your <specify location or organ> was stored by the Department of Pathology for diagnosis and future care. The biobank team will collect ____<enter volume> surplus sample to be stored in the biobank. Pathology will only release the sample to the team if at that time there is no need for that sample for clinical care. Please note that if a clinical care need arises in the future then another sample may need to be collected

Data collected for the biobank
Data collected will be linked with your samples and stored in a coded manner, details related to confidentiality are set out in a later section. 

Questionnaires:
You will be asked to complete questionnaires on _______ <state topics the questionnaires will be cover; recommend not listing questionnaire names>.  You will be asked to complete questionnaires via <Describe method of administration>.   You do not have to answer any questions that you are uncomfortable answering.

Medical Records:
There is no change in your regular care, we are asking your permission to extract your medical record data and enter it in the registry.   The following will collected: <summarize what data will be collected>. Lab results from your routine care _________<indicate eg bloodwork, MRI> results will also be collected and stored in the biobank.  <Add timeframe for data collection-ie how long data will be extracted from records>

Imaging: 
MRI scans and X-ray images taken during your routine care will also be stored in the biobank and appropriate steps will be taken to remove information that will identify you from the images.

Collection timepoints:
< Describe the frequency of sample and data collection, time needed per collection point, and length of collection period.>

9. Biobank Information
Duration of storage:
The data and samples will be stored securely for ___ years or until they have been entirely used up, whichever is shortest length.
 
OR 
The data will be stored indefinitely and samples will be stored indefinitely or until they have been entirely used up.  

Security of data and samples within biobank:
The biobank will be managed according to strict privacy and security standards established by <name institute/organization>

Access to Biobank Data and Samples:
Researchers can request to study the data and samples stored in the biobank. These researchers could be from UBC or from the custodian’s institution, as well as from other universities/academic institutes, hospitals/health institutions, non-profit foundations, or even for-profit companies (e.g. biotechnology, diagnostic, medical device, pharmaceutical or  technology companies). 

All Canadian researchers requesting the use of your biobank data/samples will need to obtain research ethics approval to be allowed access to your data and samples.
Your data and samples may be shared with researchers outside of Canada and are thus not required to comply with Canadian research ethics requirements but must follow their respective country’s research ethics requirements.  Please note that some countries may not require ethics approval or oversight for the research that is conducted on your data or samples.

Researcher requests to access your data or samples will be reviewed by ________<indicate governance in plain language, ensure that it matches Protocols>.  ________ will verify that the proposed research use conforms with the objectives of the biobank and is in line with what you have consented to. 

Researchers who would like to do research using your data or samples will not attempt to re-identify you from the data or samples. Researchers will not be permitted to use or store your data or samples indefinitely. Researchers may be charged a fee to help cover some of the costs of storage, release, and overall operation of the Biobank.
 

[bookmark: What_are_the_possible_harms]10.	What are the possible risks, harms and discomforts?	Comment by CREB: List the risk of participation that are beyond that of standard of care.  


Blood Draws:
The risks of blood draw include pain and/or discomfort, bruising, fainting and/or light-headedness, and the rare possibility of infection. 

Other risks:
There may be other risks involved in participating in this biobank that are unknown, since your data and sample are meant to be used for as-yet unknown purposes by researchers. The biobank will help to minimize these risks by reviewing all research proposals carefully before approving, and by providing only coded data/samples.

Privacy breach
When you donate your data to the biobank, there is a possibility of a privacy breach. The risk of your biobank data being accidentally released or accessed without permission is estimated to be  <insert risk level as appropriate>.

[bookmark: What_are_the_potential_benefits]11. 	What are the potential benefits of participating? 
There may not be direct benefit to you from taking part in this biobank. It is hoped that the information learned from research conducted on data and samples obtained by the biobank can be used in the future to benefit other people with a similar disease or condition.

[bookmark: What_decide_to_withdraw_my_consent]12.	What happens if I decide to withdraw my consent to participate?
If you decide to participate, you may still choose to withdraw from the biobank at any time without giving reasons and without any negative consequences to the medical care, education, or other services to which you are entitled or are presently receiving. 

[bookmark: _Hlk118888460]If you choose to enter the biobank and then decide to withdraw at a later time, you have the right to request the withdrawal of your data and/or your samples collected during the biobank. This request will be respected to the greatest extent possible. 

Please note however that there may be exceptions where the data and/or samples will not be able to be withdrawn. For example: 
· If the data and/or sample is no longer identifiable (meaning it cannot be linked in any way back to your identity), or 
· If the data and/or samples has been merged with other data and/or samples, or 
· If the data and/or samples have been distributed to researchers will not be recalled from those researchers.  

If you would like to request the withdrawal of your data and/or samples, please let the biobank team know. The biobank team will ask you how you would like to handle your remaining data and samples.   Samples can be destroyed and your data removed OR kept by the team if you wish.

[bookmark: Confidentiality]13.	How will my taking part in this biobank be kept confidential?
Your confidentiality will be respected. However, biobank records or other source records identifying you may be inspected in the presence of the biobank team and by representatives, <Insert name of Research ethics board> Research Ethics Board and <insert if applicable, the name of the sponsoring company conducting the biobank> for the purpose of monitoring the biobank. No information or records that disclose your identity will be published without your consent, nor will any information or records that disclose your identity be removed or released without your consent unless required by law.

You will be assigned a unique biobank number (code) as a participant in this biobank. This number will not include any personal information that could identify you (e.g., your Personal Health Number, etc.). Only this number will be used on any data collected about you during the course of this biobank, so that your identity will be kept confidential.  Your samples will also be labelled with this unique biobank number. Information that contains your identity will remain only with the biobank custodian/biobank site lead and/or designate. The list that matches your name to the unique biobank number will not be removed or released without your consent unless required by law.

[bookmark: _Hlk176938875]Your rights to privacy are legally protected in Canada by federal and provincial laws that are intended to require safeguards to ensure that your privacy and confidentiality is respected. 

[bookmark: _Hlk138065645]The biobank may send your data and/or samples to other countries. Any biobank related data and/or samples, sent outside of Canadian borders may increase the risk of disclosure of information because the laws in those countries, dealing with protection of information may not be as strict as in Canada. However, all biobank related data and/or samples, that might be transferred outside of Canada will be coded before leaving the biobank site.    

By signing this consent form, you are consenting to the transfer of your information and/or samples, to entities located outside of Canada:
· <List Entity name, Country name> 	Comment by CREB: List if known

Open Access
Researchers may be required to deposit de-identified research data into publicly accessible location at the time of publication.  This can enhance the transparency of the research data and allow for external validation.  This data could include __________.  At no time will identifying information, such as name, birth date or street address be included in such data.  The extent of the risk of you being identified through public data is unknown, but currently appears to be low.  Once data is made publicly available, you will not be able to withdraw the data.

[bookmark: What_happens_if_something_goes_wrong]14.	What happens if something goes wrong? 
By signing this form, you do not give up any of your legal rights and you do not release the biobank custodian or site lead or biobank team, participating institutions, or anyone else from their legal and professional duties. If you become ill or physically injured as a result of the sample collection procedure, medical treatment will be provided at no additional cost to you. The costs of your medical treatment will be paid by your provincial medical plan and/or by the biobank sponsor, __________ <insert name of sponsor>.

[bookmark: What_will_the_study_cost_me]15.	What will participation cost me?
[bookmark: _Hlk138085687]All procedures that you will receive during your participation in this biobank will be at no cost to you. You will not be paid for taking part in this biobank. Future research done with your data and samples may lead to the development of new diagnostic tests, drugs, or other medical products that may have commercial value.  If it does, you will not get any payment.

Reimbursement:  	Comment by CREB: Clarify whether participants will be reimbursed for any expenses incurred, such as parking or transportation, as well as whether receipts will be required.  If no costs then please remove this heading



[bookmark: Who_do_I_contact_if_question_about_study]16.	If I have questions about the biobank, who should I speak to?
If you have any questions or desire further information about this biobank, its operations and how it will be managed, you can contact the biobank team at ____________

[bookmark: Who_do_I_contact_if_questions_rights]17.	Who do I contact if I have any questions or concerns about my rights as a participant?
If you have any privacy concerns, concerns or complaints about your rights as a research participant and/or your experiences while participating in this biobank, contact the Research Participant Complaint Line in the University of British Columbia Office of Research Ethics by e-mail at RSIL@ors.ubc.ca or by phone at 604-822-8598 (Toll Free: 1-877-822-8598.) Please reference the application number (H_ _-_ _ _ _ _) when contacting the Complaint Line so the staff can better assist you.

[bookmark: _Hlk172729851]18. Future Contact 
	Biobank Updates:
If you wish to be provided with information relevant to your consent throughout the storage and use of your data and samples, you can provide your contact information below. 

I would like to receive periodic future updates regarding the research resulting from this biobank.
□ Yes   □ No	Initials___________     
Note that if your contact information changes over the course of the biobank, you must contact the team to provide updated contact information to the biobank team. 


	Additional Data or samples:
The biobank team may also re-contact you to ask additional questions or invite you to share additional data or samples in the future.  
□ Yes   □ No	Initials___________     


	[bookmark: _Hlk173160356]Are you interested in learning about studies conducted by Dr. _______ in the future? Note that for any future studies, a separate consent form will be provided to you for review.
□ Yes   □No	Initials___________     


	I agree to be contacted in the future for the above selections.
  Contact Email: ____________________     Phone Number: (_____) ___________________



[bookmark: Signatures]
19. Optional Components of this Biobank	Comment by CREB: Revise section to be applicable to your biobank.
The following will describe optional components of the biobank.  A description is provided and checkboxes will be provided at the end of the consent form to allow you to opt-in for these components.

Data linkage :	Comment by CREB: Include text if there will be there will be other anticipated linkage of data gathered or derived from samples, with other data related to the participant – either contained in public or personal records.


Sample text adapted from Health Data Research Network Canada  For more sample text please see link.
In addition to the data collected above, we are asking your consent to link administrative data from < database name(s) > to be stored in the biobank. 
<Indicate how linkage will occur and if a personal identifier will be used for the linkage>
<Describe the timeframe of data that will be included in the linkage process>

The Biobank team will provide your personal identifier: ______to the database custodian to link information about you related to <summarize what variables>.  Limited individuals will have access to your personal identifier. Your personal identifier will be removed before any analysis of the data or samples occurs. Linking of data will be done in a way that protects your identity and information will be transferred securely.

Linkage of information held about you will date back to _____ years before enrolling into the biobank, as well as information obtained about me _____<enter timeframe>

Data linkage is optional and you can still participate in the biobank even if you do not consent to data linkage. 

Genetic Testing or Genetic Research
Genetic research involves isolating your genes from your sample(s). Every person has their own unique set of genes. Genes carry the information that helps to determine your characteristics. Genes are made up of a molecule called DNA; between people, the DNA sequence of a gene can vary slightly. These differences in DNA sequence are called variants. These variants may or may not be harmful. Genes are passed down from parents to children, but sometimes genes can change between generations or because of other factors (e.g., environment).  “Genetic testing” or “genetic research” is a type of research that studies these variants, and will hopefully provide a better understanding of the links between the genetic variants and specific diseases, and eventually develop new ways to prevent, detect and treat these diseases.  

Risks of Genetic research:
Canadian Federal law now prohibits anyone such as an employer or an insurer from requiring you to disclose the results of a genetic test or to take a genetic test as condition of providing services.  In addition, discrimination against individuals based upon genetic characteristics is now prohibited by the Canadian Human Rights Act.

Due to rapid advances in technology and science, the potential for future use of genetic information is unknown and therefore the risks are also unknown. 

Incidental (Unexpected) findings: 
It is possible that research on your donated samples may uncover a finding that the researchers were not looking for, such as a genetic variant being present that indicates that you (or perhaps a family member) are at greater risk for developing a condition for which screening or prevention strategies are available or which presents an important risk to your health. This is called a “clinically relevant incidental finding”.   
 
If a clinically relevant incidental finding is discovered, you have the right to know but you may choose whether or not you want to know. At the end of this consent document, you will be offered the option of being told if an incidental finding of this type is discovered.  Whatever your choice is now, you may change your mind at any time by telling a member of the biobank team.  If you choose to know the details, you will be given information about how to proceed by the biobank team. 

In the event a clinically relevant finding is discovered, confirmatory testing will likely be performed, and counselling may be recommended (which may not be covered by Provincial healthcare).

Sharing your data and samples with for-profit companies: 
Sharing your coded data and biological samples with for-profit companies such as pharmaceutical companies is optional. You will be asked to provide your consent below.

A for-profit company could be a pharmaceutical or a biotechnology company that wants to make a new drug or test a currently approved drug. It may also be a pharmaceutical or biotechnology company that develops new ways to treat or diagnose disease. It may also be a diagnostic company, a medical device company or a digital health technology company that develops new ways of detecting, diagnosing or monitoring a disease.  There may be other for-profit companies and other uses than are set out here.

If you consent to for-profit company sharing, the custodian may receive money from the company:
· To cover the costs of preparation and shipping of your data and samples
· To cover ongoing costs of maintaining the biobank 
· As part of a research collaboration with the company where the money is used to cover the research costs at the custodian’s institution for the testing and analysis of your data and samples.

Creation of Cell lines:
Your sample may be used to create a living tissue sample called a “cell line” that can be grown in the lab. Cells can be transformed to reproduce indefinitely, thereby creating a potentially unlimited source of cells.  This allows researchers to have an unlimited supply of cells which contain your genetic material, in the future without asking for more samples from you. 

The following may be completed with your cell lines:  
•	There is the possibility that your cells or the created cell lines might be used in research that will involve genetic manipulation of the cells, including the introduction of non-human genetic material (e.g. animal models)  	Comment by CREB: Re: Xenografting
When Consent is obtained for tissue and/or cells to be used in research and it is known at the time of obtaining consent that this would involve the transfer of the material to animal models, this should be explained to the individual and explicit consent should be obtained for this. This is based on the requirement that for consent to be valid, the individual should understand the nature and purpose of what is proposed and they should be told how the tissue will be used. The transfer of tissue and/or cells to an animal model is a significant step that the individual should be informed of and consent to. Describe Xenografting in lay language if supported by the biobank.
•	The cell lines may be used to develop or test treatments for a variety of diseases and conditions     

Induced Pluripotent Stem Cells: 
Cells may be taken from your <specify source of cells, e.g. skin> to create a type of cell known as a stem cell (pluripotent cell). This type of cell can be used to create different types of tissue, including <specify type of cells, e.g. cardiac, muscle, etc.> cells. Your cells might be used in research involving genetic alteration of the cells.
     
 Organoids: 
Cells may be taken from your <specify source of cells, e.g. skin> to create what is called an “organoid”. An organoid is a group of cells, grown in the lab, that are designed to mimic organ structure, such as liver or kidney, and its function. Organoids can be used to help understand diseases and treatments for them.

Optional components:
If I initialize one or more boxes below, I agree to have my sample and data described in this form stored (banked) for use in the following types of future studies without requiring further consent or contact from the biobank team: 

	Initials

	Optional Component 

	
	Data linkage of my data with the named administrative database with data/biospecimens stored in the biobank

	
	Genetic Testing or Genetic Research


	
	I authorize the use of my data and samples by for-profit companies such as biotechnology, diagnostic, medical device, pharmaceutical or technology companies for the company’s research studies.

	
	I authorize the use of my samples for the creation of cell lines for future research


	
	I authorize the use of my samples to create induced pluripotent stem cells for future research.


	
	I authorize the use of my samples for the creation of organoids.


	
	I authorize the integration of my samples in animal models.   






21.	Signatures  	Comment by CREB: If signature page is longer that 1 page, Insert full Biobank Name - must match RISe box 1.7 at the beginning of each Signature page
Participant Consent
<Insert full Biobank Name>	Comment by CREB: must match RISe box 1.7


My signature on this consent form means:
· I have read and understood the information in this consent form. 
· I have been able to ask questions and have had satisfactory responses to my questions. 
· I understand that my participation in this biobank is voluntary.
· I understand that I am completely free at any time to refuse to participate or to withdraw from this biobank at any time.
· I understand that I am not waiving any of my legal rights as a result of signing this consent form. 
· I authorize access to my health records and samples as described in this consent form. 

I consent to participate in this biobank.
I will receive a signed and dated copy of this consent form for my own records.


			 		
Participant’s Signature		Printed name		Date

							
	Signature of Person		Printed name		Biobank Role	Date
	Obtaining Consent

_________________________    ______________________   ______________
Witness Signature		 		  Printed name			Date	Comment by CREB: Optional, except where an oral consent is necessary such as when the participant is illiterate or blind, or disabled, or for cultural reasons so that they either cannot or will not sign the consent form.
 

Incidental Findings:	Comment by CREB: Include section if applicable/option to your biobank.
I understand that clinically relevant incidental findings may not be discovered for many months or even years following the collection of my samples.  If and when such findings are discovered: 
 
□ I do NOT want to be notified about incidental findings.  (If selected, jump to signature section).
[bookmark: _Hlk173161283]OR
□ I DO want to be notified about clinically relevant incidental findings: 
	

	In the event that clinically relevant incidental findings are discovered after I die:

	□ I DO NOT want this information to be shared with my next of kin
OR
□ I DO want this information to be shared with my next of kin, who can decide whether or not they want to know the findings: 

Next of Kin’s Name:___________________

Email:______________________________  

Phone:  (_____) ______________________





[bookmark: _Hlk190859244]I understand that I may change my decision at any time related to clinically relevant Incidental findings by contacting the biobank team.   

__________________		_________________		__________________
Participant’s Signature		Printed name		Date
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